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Fall Ball coverage is automatically included in the Accident 
& General Liability for no additional charge.  

(Applies to same age groups insured in the spring)  

Apply For Coverage Online And Print Your Proof Of 
Coverage Documents, Certificates Of Insurance For 

Property Owners, And Claim Forms Within Seconds! 

John Sadler 

Email:  dixie@sadlersports.com 
www.sadlersports.com/dixiey  

Phone:  1-800-622-7370 
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IMPORTANT!! USE YOUR RULE BOOK
The following 2019 rule changes were adopted by the National Board of Directors.at its annual meeting on 

August 6-7 2018 in Lumberton, North Carolina.  This rule book will be used for the 2019-2020 seasons.  Any 

2020 rule changes will be distributed to all leagues and officials in early 2020 and posted on the DYB website.

2019 SIGNIFICANT RULE CHANGES

Rule 1.10– Page 28 – Change Rule 1.10(b) to read:

1.10–(b) Approved Bats 

(1) All non-wood bats and multi-piece wood bats must be stamped with the USA Baseball mark

signifying that the bat meets the bat performance standard established by USA Baseball. USA

Baseball is the national governing body of amateur baseball in the United States. 

(2) Solid wood bats made from a single piece of wood do not require the USA Baseball mark but

must meet the specifications in Rule 1.10(a). 

(3) 2 5/8” bats that are -3 BBCOR certified bats meeting the Batted Ball Coefficient of Restitution

(BBCOR) standard which do not weigh, numerically, more than three ounces less than the length

of the bat (e.g., a 33-inch-long bat cannot be less than 30 ounces may be used in regular season or

tournament play.

(4) All bats stamped “BPF 1.15” are not legal for play in all age divisions.

Rule 1.16– Page 30-31– Insert new paragraph 1.16(f) and move paragraph 1.12 to 1.16(f):

(f) The catcher must wear a catcher’s mitt (not a first-baseman’s mitt or fielder’s glove) with

shape, size or weight consistent with protecting the hand. PENALTY: For violation of rule

1.17(f), the illegal equipment must be removed from the game.

Rule 1.17– Page 31– Move paragraph 1.16(g) to 1.17(b) and change to read:

1.17–(b) Softball equipment will not be used at any time in Dixie Youth Baseball® play,

including the softball catcher's mask, softball catcher’s mitt, softball bats, and any other

equipment designed for softball play.  EXCEPTION: The softball fielder's mask may be used in

all age divisions at all defensive positions except the player pitching position in AA Division play.

Rule 3.04 – Page 42 – Change Rule 3.04 to read:

3.04–After all players have batted, a player whose name is not listed in the top nine batting

positions on the team’s batting order may be used as a courtesy runner for a pitcher or catcher.

“Courtesy runners” are not permitted for other playing positions. The same player cannot be used

to run for both the pitcher and catcher positions. (Does not apply to “Batting the Line-Up”).

Rule 8.07(1),(2),(3)&(4) – Page 67 - Change paragraphs (1), (2), (3) and (4) to read:

8.07(3) PITCHING Limitations (Regular Season Only)

(1) A League Age 10 and under pitcher shall not throw more than 75 pitches in a game or in

a calendar day. Exception: If the pitcher reaches the daily pitch count limit while facing a batter,

he may continue to pitch until the batter reaches base safely, is put out or, a third out is made on

a base-runner to end the half-inning.

(2) A League Age 11 or 12 pitcher shall not throw more than 85 pitches in a game or in a

calendar day.  Exception: If the pitcher reaches the daily pitch count limit while facing a batter,

he may continue to pitch until the batter reaches base safely, is put out or, a third out is made on

a base-runner to end the half-inning.

(3) A pitcher shall be allowed to pitch in two or more games on the same calendar day

provided he/she does not throw more than 30 cumulative pitches in the previous game or games

on the same calendar day.  (4) All pitchers in local league play must adhere to the following

daily pitch count rest requirements:

League Ages No Rest 1 Day 2 Days 3 Days

09-12 1-30 31-45 46-65 66+

There are no exceptions to the rest period pitch count thresholds.
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NOTE: These pitching rest requirements are based on the number of pitches a player throws in

a calendar day. If for any reason, a game ends after midnight, the pitches thrown in the game 

will be charged to the previous day. The pitcher begins his rest requirement at midnight when 

his total pitch count for the calendar day exceeds 30 pitches in one or more games.

Regulation II (D) & (E) League Boundaries – Page 76 – Delete 25,000 population

requirements in paragraph (D) and change paragraph (E) to read:

(E) Small Towns or Communities - Small nearby towns or communities unable to field a league

within their own area shall be permitted to form three (3), four (4), five (5), six (6) or seven (7)

teams with each town or community forming teams without a common draft with the other small

towns or communities in the league. 

Regulation IV (D) Player Releases – Page 79 – Change paragraph (D) to read:

(D) Player Releases—The League President where a player legally resides may request a

release by submitting an application for the player’s release. The deadline for submitting an

application shall be by April 1st or before the first league game of the releasing league,

whichever date is earlier. The application will be submitted to the State Director and State

Board of Directors and acted upon by the State Board of Directors within 10 days of State

Director's receipt of the application.

Regulation IV(G) Selection of Players – Page 79 – Change paragraph (G) to read:

(G)  Any player may play local league and be eligible for tournament play for a league in either

the boundary where he resides or the boundary of the league where he 

attends public or private school (excluding home schools) with the 

exception that he/she can only transfer from school to school one (1) time 

and cannot go back and forth.

Tournament Rule I(C)(5) – Page 84 – Divide paragraph (5) to read as follows:

 

 (a) Two Runners-Up - If three teams remain with one loss and all have played the same

number of games in double elimination brackets approved by the Commissioner, there will be

two runners-up in the tournament.

(b) Advancing More Than One Team from Tournament Bracket – Any two tied teams

with the same won-loss record after completion of a double elimination bracket must play a one

game playoff to determine which team advances where more than one team advances to the 

next level of tournament play. EXCEPTION: The head-to-head tie-breaker may be used in lieu 

of a playoff game if the teams have played each other during the tournament. No other tie-

breakers may be used.

Tournament Rule VIII – Tournament Games – Page 93 – Add the following State Option

after the first sentence in paragraph (A) to read:

State Option: A state may use a 2-hour time limit for all games in tournament pool play and

bracket play except for the championship game(s).

Tournament Rule XI(D) - Conduct and Sportsmanship Page – 99-100 – Change last sentence

in paragraph (D) to read: “A second occurrence will result in the player being called out.”

Tournament Rule XV. AA Tournament Rules – Page 106 - Paragraph I - Change paragraph

I(2) to add penalty to read:

(2 ) Bunting is NOT allowed. Penalty:  If a player bunts a ball in fair territory, it is a violation

of this rule and the umpire shall immediately call time; no players may advance and the batter

will be charged with a pitch and a strike.

Add the following Note to all tournament brackets:

NOTE: Advancing More Than One Team from Tournament Bracket – Any two tied teams

with the same won-loss record after completion of this double elimination bracket must play a

one game playoff to determine which team advances where more than one team advances to the

next level of tournament play. EXCEPTION: The head-to-head tie-breaker may be used in 

lieu of a playoff game if the teams have played each other during the tournament. No 

other tie-breakers may be used.

NOTE: These pitching rest requirements are based on the number of pitches a player throws in

a calendar day. If for any reason, a game ends after midnight, the pitches thrown in the game

will be charged to the previous day. The pitcher begins his rest requirement at midnight when 

his total pitch count for the calendar day exceeds 30 pitches in one or more games.

Regulation II (D) & (E) League Boundaries – Page 76 – Delete 25,000 population

requirements in paragraph (D) and change paragraph (E) to read:

(E) Small Towns or Communities - Small nearby towns or communities unable to field a league

within their own area shall be permitted to form three (3), four (4), five (5), six (6) or seven (7)

teams with each town or community forming teams without a common draft with the other small

towns or communities in the league. 

Regulation IV (D) Player Releases – Page 79 – Change paragraph (D) to read:

(D) Player Releases—The League President where a player legally resides may request a

release by submitting an application for the player’s release. The deadline for submitting an

application shall be by April 1st or before the first league game of the releasing league,

whichever date is earlier. The application will be submitted to the State Director and State

Board of Directors and acted upon by the State Board of Directors within 10 days of State

Director's receipt of the application.

Regulation IV(G) Selection of Players – Page 79 – Change paragraph (G) to read:

(G) Any player may play local league and be eligible for tournament play for a league in either

the boundary where he resides or the boundary of the league where he

attends public or private school (excluding home schools) with the

exception that he/she can only transfer from school to school one (1) time

and cannot go back and forth.

Tournament Rule I(C)(5) – Page 84 – Divide paragraph (5) to read as follows:

 (a) Two Runners-Up - If three teams remain with one loss and all have played the same

number of games in double elimination brackets approved by the Commissioner, there will be 

two runners-up in the tournament. 

(b)  Advancing More Than One Team from Tournament Bracket – Any two tied teams 

with the same won-loss record after completion of a double elimination bracket must play a one

game playoff to determine which team advances where more than one team advances to the 

next level of tournament play. EXCEPTION: The head-to-head tie-breaker may be used in lieu 

of a playoff game if the teams have played each other during the tournament. No other tie-

breakers may be used.

Tournament Rule VIII – Tournament Games – Page 93 – Add the following State Option

after the first sentence in paragraph (A) to read:

State Option: A state may use a 2-hour time limit for all games in tournament pool play and

bracket play except for the championship game(s).

Tournament Rule XI(D) - Conduct and Sportsmanship Page – 99-100 – Change last sentence

in paragraph (D) to read:   “A second occurrence will result in the player being called out.”

Tournament Rule XV. AA Tournament Rules – Page 106 - Paragraph I - Change paragraph

I(2) to add penalty to read:

(2 ) Bunting is NOT allowed.  Penalty:  If a player bunts a ball in fair territory, it is a violation 

of this rule and the umpire shall immediately call time; no players may advance and the batter 

will be charged with a pitch and a strike. 

Add the following Note to all tournament brackets:

NOTE: Advancing More Than One Team from Tournament Bracket – Any two tied teams 

with the same won-loss record after completion of this double elimination bracket must play a 

one game playoff to determine which team advances where more than one team advances to the

next level of tournament play. EXCEPTION: The head-to-head tie-breaker may be used in 

lieu of a playoff game if the teams have played each other during the tournament.  No 

other tie-breakers may be used.
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DEMOCRATIC ACTION

The Constitution provides for the election of each member of the National Board of 
Directors to four-year terms of office.

The nominations for the National Board of Directors and State Directors are mailed to 
the President on or before May 15 each year and the President or a National Board 
Member designated by him shall conduct national board and state director elections. 
Nominations may be made by any league holding a current franchise. The list of 
nominees is mailed by June 1 to each league, and a mail vote will elect the board 
members and state director. June 30 is the deadline for leagues to return their ballots to 
the President.

Each state shall elect a member of the board each year for a four-year term.
Newly elected members of the National Board and State Directors terms of office shall 

commence on October 1 of the year following their election and terminate on September 
30 of the year in which their successors are duly elected and qualified. Officers will be 
elected by the Board of Directors and shall serve three-year terms.

With the exception of school leagues or the Dixie Boys Baseball program, no National 
Officer, National Director, or State Director shall be permitted to participate in an official 
capacity in any other organized youth baseball program. Complete qualifications for any 
person to be eligible for nomination, election, or appointment to any official position
within Dixie Youth Baseball®

, Inc., above the local level are included in the By-Laws 
which govern its operation.

Only a duly authorized representative of a franchised league is allowed to vote in any 
matter before district or state meetings. No one person can represent more than one 
league. NOTE: A duly authorized representative of a league is the league president or a 
person designated by him in writing who is active currently in the voting league.

Leagues are assigned to districts within a state and are under the direction of a district director. 
There may be up to eleven (11) districts within a state under the direction of a state director. The 
district and state directors are under the direction of the national commissioner.

There shall be no State Constitution or By-Laws in conflict with the intent, aims, 
purposes, and rules of the National Dixie Youth Baseball® organization.

All tournament sites are determined by each state organization with all leagues having 
equal opportunity in hosting the event provided the league can comply with the 
requirements established by the state organization. The state requirements are to be 
determined in advance by each state and announced accordingly.
      When the Board of Directors is not in session and a proposed change is of the utmost 
importance and urgency, the Rules Committee may authorize a mail ballot to be sent to 
each committee member and/or a conference call will be conducted by a quorum of the 
committee for discussion and approval to submit recommendation to the Executive 
Committee for approval. Any adopted rule changes will become effective for the season 
following adoption by the National Board of Directors/Executive Committee.

The National Board of Directors has granted the states the right to charge a fee for 
operating state programs. The states have the right to charge these fees and to penalize 
any league that does not pay their fees provided that the State Constitution, authorizing 
such charges, is on file with the Commissioner.
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INTENT OF DIXIE YOUTH BASEBALL® ORGANIZERS
The fundamental intent of the organizers of Little Boys Baseball, Inc., was to develop a 

program which would emphasize local autonomy. It was their philosophy and belief that the 
parents and volunteer workers in each local league know what is best for them and their 
children. Since the mores (customs) of our people vary from community to community, even 
within the same districts, it was necessary to leave such things as night baseball, team 
selections, and league operation up to the local leagues. Certain fundamental rules were 
imposed upon the leagues that were deemed necessary for good organization and to keep one 
league from gaining an unfair advantage over another such as boundary and population 
limitations, the number of teams in a league, and the age brackets.

The next important philosophical belief was that the leagues affiliated with the program 
should have a voice in the running of the program. Thus, the provision for electing national 
board members from among the leagues to serve with the organizers was made. It should be 
borne in mind that at the outset there were no provisions for state organizations, nor state or 
district directors. The original concept of governmental structure was the Board of Directors 
and the leagues. The necessity for state directors was realized shortly after organizing and soon 
after the need for district directors became apparent. There is nothing specific in our 
constitution concerning state organizations, state directors, or district directors. Any 
governmental structure between the local leagues and the national board exists for one reason—
to serve the local leagues as administrative adjuncts of the board. The idea of local leagues 
being dominated by a district or state organization is in direct conflict with the original 
philosophy. The imposition of any rule on a local league should be done with utmost reluctance 
and absolute necessity.

OFFICIAL STATEMENT OF POLICY

It is the policy of Dixie Youth Baseball® to promote the development of strong 
character, a right attitude, a sense of responsibility, and citizenship in youngsters, using 
the game of baseball as a vehicle. It is the purpose of Dixie Youth Baseball® to achieve 
this goal through fair play, good sportsmanship, and congenial fellowship, with adult 
leaders providing the example while attempting to limit injury caused by overexertion. It 
is strictly against the policy of Dixie Youth Baseball® for any person, either as a 
participant or a spectator, to engage in arguments, to use abusive language, to harass 
umpires, or to exhibit any behavior not in concert with the general intention of this policy 
statement. Team coaches are required to abide by this policy statement, and all parents 
and other adults are strongly encouraged to do so.

Portions of the Official Baseball Rules appearing in this rule book have been reprinted 
by special permission of the Office of the Commissioner of Baseball. The copyright in 
the Official Baseball Rules is owned and has been registered by the Commissioner of 
Baseball. Any additional material contained in this book has not been endorsed by the 
Commissioner of Baseball.

“Train up a child in the way he should go and, when he is old, 
he will not depart from it.” - Proverbs 22:6
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